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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1953 


Area  (acres)  .  59,005 

Population  1951  (Census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,410 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1931  (Census) 

Potterspury  and  Towcester  R.Ds.  3,771 
Number  of  separate  domestic  dwellings  occupied  1943  ...  4,750 

Rateable  Value  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £61,474 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate,  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £234 

* 

Live  Births —  Total  Male  Female  Rate 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  234  106  128 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  7  4  3  24.8 


241  110  131  16.7 


Stillbirths —  Total  Male  Female  Rate 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  2  2  .27 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  — 

4  2  2  .27 


Total  Male  Female  Rate 
Deaths  (all  causes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  144  71  73  9.9 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  Nil. 

Infant  Mortality — rate  per  1,000  live  births — - 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142.9 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.4 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Death  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Towcester  Rural  District  Council 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  : 
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TOWCESTER, 


August,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Towcester. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1953  for  the 
Towcester  Area. 

The  general  statistics  agree  with  those  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  with  one  death  of  a  child 
which  was  not  associated  in  any  way  with  any  of  the  other  cases  so  far 
as  investigation  revealed.  A  large  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  occurred 
which  seemed  to  originate  at  the  Grammar  School,  Towcester,  but  no 
single  source  was  discovered. 

The  main  wish  of  the  Council  is  to  get  ahead  with  the  Second  Instal¬ 
ment  of  the  Water  Scheme  and  one  hopes  by  the  time  that  the  next 
report  is  published  it  will  be  well  on  its  way.  One  cannot  understand 
why  other  areas  appear  to  have  their  schemes  favoured  by  the  Ministry, 
but  little  progress  appears  to  be  made  with  this  one. 

Mr.  Powell  is  still  handicapped  by  not  having  an  assistant  and  one 
can  see  that  with  future  changes  in  control  of  meat,  etc.,  he  will  be  fully 
employed  and  will  require  an  assistant  as  in  other  areas. 

Again  I  wish  to  thank  your  Public  Health  Committee  for  all  the 
help  they  have  given  and  also  Mr.  Powell  on  every  occasion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  LUCAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Social  Conditions — The  employed  population  is  engaged  mainly  in 
agricultural  work.  Light  iron  founding  and  the  manufacture  of  plastic 
components  are  carried  on  at  Towcester,  whilst  oxides  for  pigment  pro¬ 
duction  are  manufactured  at  Deanshanger.  A  number  of  small  factories 
for  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  are  also  established  in  the  district. 


Acres — The  area  of  the  district  is  59,009. 

Population — The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  resident  mid¬ 
year  population  for  1953  to  have  been  14,410  persons,  as  compared  with 
14,490  for  1952.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of 
birth  over  deaths  amounts  to  97  persons  as  compared  with  48  for  the 
previous  year.  The  estimated  decrease  in  population  totals  80  persons. 

Deaths — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  by  the 
Registrar-General  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transferable 
deaths  was  144  as  compared  with  171  in  1952.  The  crude  death  rate 
based  on  the  mid-year  estimated  population  was  9.9  as  compared  with 
11.8  for  1952.  The  following  tables  show  the  death  rates  for  the  quin¬ 
quennium  1949-1953,  together  with  corresponding  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  and  the  Administrative  County. 

Death  Rates,  1949-1953 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Towcester  R.D. 

12.59 

12.61 

13.47 

11.8 

9.9 

Administrative  County 

12.07 

12.01 

12.13 

11.04 

11.51 

England  and  Wales  ... 

11.70 

11.60 

12.50 

11.3 

11.4 

A  list  of  the  causes  of  death  classified  according  to  the  Abridged 
List  of  Causes  of  Death  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  is  given  in  Table 
No.  1,  whilst  the  history  of  rate,  with  other  vital  statistics  for  1919-53 
is  shown  in  Table  No.  2. 

In  order  to  make  allowances  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  popula¬ 
tions  in  different  areas,  the  Registrar-General  has  calculated  the  area 
comparability  factor,  which,  when  multiplied  by  the  local  death  rate, 
allows  a  truer  local  death  rate  of  8.4. 


Births — The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  district  was  241 
(110  males,  131  females)  as  compared  with  219  in  1952  thus  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  16.7  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  15.11 
for  1952,  together  with  other  rates  for  comparison. 


Towcester  R.D. 
Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales  . . . 


Birth  Rates,  1949-53 

1949  1950 

17.83  15.00 

16.19  15.71 

16.70  15.80 


1951 

1952 

1953 

15.73 

15.11 

16.7 

15.57 

15.50 

16.16 

15.50 

15.3 

15.5 
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The  local  birth  rate  when  modified  by  the  application  of  the  area 
comparability  factor  of  1.12  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  18.7  as  compared 
with  15.50  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths — The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  4  as  compared 
with  6  in  1952.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  0.28  per  thousand  of 
population,  compared  with  0.35  for  England  and  Wales. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate — 7  illegitimate  live  births  (4  males,  3  females) 
were  registered  as  compared  with  16  in  1952.  This  number  gives  a  rate 
of  24.8  per  thousand  live  births,  as  compared  with  73.06  in  1952. 

Maternal  Mortality — There  were  no  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality — The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday  was  3  (3  females).  One  was  illegitimate.  The  rate 
per  thousand  related  live  births  was  12.4  which  is  lower  than  the  national 
rate  of  26.8.  The  rates  for  1949-53  together  with  other  rates  for  com¬ 
parison,  are  : 


Deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  Live  Births 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Towcester  R.D. 

31.37 

32.25 

47.80 

31.9 

12.4 

Administrative  County 

33.78 

29.53 

25.26 

24.96 

24.7 

England  and  Whales  . . . 

32.00 

29.80 

29.60 

27.6 

26.8 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 

Laboratory  Facilities — The  bacteriological  work  associated  with  the 
control  of  infectious  disease  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  whose  laboratory  at  Northampton  General  Hospital  is  in  charge 
of  Dr.  L.  Hoyle.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk,  food 
and  ice-cream  is  also  carried  out  by  Dr.  Hoyle. 

Diptheria  Antitoxin — Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  now  responsible  for  the  supply  of  anti¬ 
toxin.  Antitoxin  may  now  be  obtained  by  medical  practitioners  from 
Northampton  General  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Facilities — Under  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  this  work  is  carried  out  on  an  agency  basis  by  Towcester  Motor 
Ambulance  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The  ambulance 
is  stationed  at  Towcester  and  service  provided  is  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  district. 

Hospitals — There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district.  Infectious  disease 
cases  which  require  hospital  treatment  are  accommodated  by  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  their  Harborough  Road  Hospital,  Northamp¬ 
ton,  which  is  under  the  management  of  the  Northampton  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 
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National  Assistance  Acts — The  Act  of  1948  made  the  Council  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention.  The  Act  of  1951  amended  the  former  so  that  the  instant 
removal  of  urgent  cases  could  be  obtained  on  the  joint  certificate  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a  general  practitioner.  This  procedure 
makes  it  unnecessary  for  an  application  to  be  made  to  a  court  of  summary 
jurisdiction  until  three  weeks  after  the  removal.  No  action  under  this 
Act  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  principal  Act  the  Council  are  responsible  in 
certain  circumstances  for  the  burial  and  cremation  of  the  body  of  any 
persons  who  has  died  or  been  found  dead  in  the  district.  One  such  burial 
was  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply — It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  information  on  the 
regional  scheme  given  in  previous  reports.  By  the  end  of  the  year  work 
on  the  first  instalment  of  the  scheme  had  reached  a  stage  whereby  water 
in  the  new  mains  was  available  over  some  50%  of  the  portion  of  the 
district  intended  to  be  served  by  this  instalment.  The  750,000  gallon 
reservoir  at  Maidford  was  in  service  although  a  certain  amount  of  work 
was  still  necessary  before  completion.  This  reservoir  and  each  new 
length  of  main  were  chlorinated  and  flushed  and  were  not  put  into  service 
until  satisfactory  results  had  been  obtained  from  bacteriological  analyses. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  obtained  and  submitted  25  such  samples  up  to 
December  31st,  1953  and  it  was  found  necessary  in  some  cases  to  repeat 
the  treatment  where  samples  continued  to  be  returned  unsatisfactory. 
The  importance  of  this  work  cannot  be  overstressed.  Free  connections 
to  the  new  mains  were  offered  to  each  consumer  and  I  am  glad  to  note 
that  they  were  accepted  in  the  majority  of  cases.  The  work  of  making 
these  connections  is  proceeding  apace.  In  accordance  with  a  previous 
resolution  of  the  Council  it  will  eventually  become  necessary  to  require 
the  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply  in  those  houses  where  owners  have 
not  taken  the  advantage  of  a  free  connection.  The  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  as  amended  by  the  Water  Act,  1945,  gives  power  to  enforce  this 
requirement  under  certain  circumstances.  Existing  schemes  on  the 
route  of  the  trunk  main  have  been  connected  to  the  regional  scheme  and 
for  this  reason  certain  teething  troubles  were  not  unexpected.  Com¬ 
plaints  relating  to  unpleasant  taste,  smell  and  discolouration  of  the  new 
supply  were  frequent  in  the  early  stages  and  it  was  significant  that  these, 
without  exception,  came  from  consumers  on  existing  schemes  which  had 
been  switched  on  to  the  regional  supply.  There  is  no  doubt  that  people 
accustomed  to  water  from  wells  and  spring  sources  were  bound  to  detect 
the  difference  in  palate  resulting  from  the  transference  to  treated  river 
water.  Frequent  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  shewed 
the  supply  to  be  very  satisfactory,  and  although  complaints  were  made 
regarding  chlorinous  taste  and  smell,  no  residual  chlorine  was  detected 
when  tested  with  an  O'-tolidene  comparator.  Samples  submitted  for 
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chemical  analysis,  however,  revealed  the  presence  of  mono,  and  di¬ 
chloramines  which  were  probably  responsible  for  the  chlorinous  taste  and 
smell.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the  Bucks  Water  Board  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  trouble  will  be  eliminated  with  more  experience  in  the 
working  of  the  treatment  plant.  The  discolouration  was  also  investi¬ 
gated  and  found  to  be  largely  composed  of  iron,  possibly  due  to  the 
scouring  action  on  the  incrustation  left  in  the  old  mains.  Thorough 
flushing  of  the  latter  has  reduced  the  trouble  considerably. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  consent  has  been  received  from  the  Ministry 
for  the  commencement  of  the  second  instalment  on  April  1st,  1954.  This 
will  cover  the  remaining  portion  of  the  rural  district  which  includes  those 
parishes  where  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  existing  piped  supplies  are 
primitive  and  cause  anxiety  due  to  shortage,  or  where  the  only  supplies 
are  gratuitous  consisting  of  shallow  wells  and  springs  which  are  known 
to  be  polluted. 

As  envisaged  in  my  last  report  the  situation  in  Towcester  with 
regard  to  water  supply  is  critical  in  many  parts  of  the  town,  and  for  this 
reason  the  Council  have  decided  to  make  a  temporary  connection  to  the 
trunk  main  of  the  regional  scheme  in  order  to  tide  over  this  main  centre 
of  population  until  the  second  instalment  is  complete. 

Details  of  the  present  situation  with  regard  to  piped  supplies  in 
various  parishes  have  been  compiled  from  available  records  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  These  are  reproduced  later  in  the  form  of  tables. 

Swimming  Baths — The  only  one  in  use  in  the  district  is  the  private 
pool  attached  to  the  Towxester  Grammar  School.  This  is  of  recent 
construction,  water  being  drawn  from  the  town  supply  which  is  re¬ 
circulated  and  maintained  in  satisfactory  condition  by  a  modern  chlorina¬ 
ting  treatment  plant. 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage — The  recently  installed 
plant  at  Silverstone  consisting  of  settling  tanks  and  biological  filters 
continues  to  function  satisfactorily  and  samples  of  effluent  submitted  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  analysis  have  proved  to  conform  to  the  re¬ 
quired  standard. 

Work  on  the  sewers  of  the  Deanshanger,  etc.,  regional  scheme  has 
almost  been  completed  and  at  the  time  of  writing  house  connections  are 
being  made  at  Potterspury  and  Yardley  Gobion.  Unfortunately  the 
disposal  works  which  are  in  the  Wolverton  Urban  District  are  well  behind 
schedule  and  a  temporary  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  River 
Board  whereby  the  effluent  from  the  last  mentioned  villages  is  being 
discharged  to  the  Ouse  through  a  storm  water  overflow.  It  is,  however, 
hoped  that  the  whole  scheme  will  be  functioning  properly  b}^  the  end  of 
1954  and  this  will  mean  that  all  the  villages  comprising  the  southern  end 
of  the  district  will  be  served  by  satisfactory  sewers.  The  only  disturbing 
feature,  although  causing  no  danger  to  public  health,  is  the  fact  that  the 
trade  effluent  from  the  premises  of  the  Deanshanger  Oxide  Works  is  still 
being  discharged  untreated  into  the  brook.  Following  the  receipt  of  a 
trade  effluent  notice  from  the  Oxide  Co.,  much  investigation  has  been  made 
into  the  matter  and  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  various  tests.  Upon 
the  results  of  the  latter  the  Wolverton  U.D.C.  informed  this  Council  that 
the  untreated  effluent  could  not  be  accepted  into  the  disposal  works. 
There  was,  therefore,  no  alternative  for  the  Council  but  to  refuse  to  accept 
the  raw  effluent.  In  a  further  approach  to  the  Council,  the  Oxide  Co. 
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offered  to  add  a  neutralizing  and  precipitating  agent  to  the  effluent  before 
passing  it  to  the  sewers,  but  it  was  again  pointed  out  that  adequate 
settlement  would  be  required  to  avoid  deposit  of  sludge  in  the  sewers. 
Notice  has  now  been  received  that  the  Oxide  Co.  have  made  an  appeal 
to  the  Minister  who  has  decided  to  hold  an  enquiry  into  the  Council's 
refusal. 

The  Consulting  Engineer's  report  and  estimate  on  the  scheme  cover¬ 
ing  the  villages  of  Paulerspury,  Shutlanger,  Stoke  Bruerne  and  Alderton, 
together  with  that  dealing  with  the  replacement  of  the  existing  works 
serving  Towcester,  have  now  been  considered  by  the  Council,  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  County  Council  for  their  approval.  The  consultants  are 
also  preparing  schemes  for  the  parish  of  Gay  ton  and  Blisworth. 

Of  the  remaining  parishes  in  the  district,  only  the  village  of  Greens 
Norton  is  properly  sewered.  The  repairs  which  have  recently  been 
carried  out  on  the  main  sewer  in  Towcester  have  revealed  the  urgency 
for  redesigning  this  system  before  a  complete  breakdown  occurs.  Groups 
of  post-war  Council  houses  in  many  parishes  have  their  own  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  systems  ;  Pattishall  in  particular  has  a  scheme  designed 
in  such  a  way  that  the  sewers  and  works  can  be  incorporated  into  a  com¬ 
prehensive  scheme  covering  the  parishes  of  Pattishall,  Astcote  and  East- 
cote. 

The  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply  in  parishes  hitherto  without, 
has  increased  the  urgency  for  sewers  and  disposal  works,  and  in  the 
meantime  must  aggravate  the  nuisance  that  is  being  caused  in  the  obsolete 
slop  water  drains,  brooks  and  sewer  ditches  in  these  parts  of  the  district. 
In  my  opinion,  the  worst  affected  villages  are  those  where  the  domestic 
drainage  discharges  into  a  watercourse  which  often  passes  right  through 
or  near  the  village.  However  much  attention  is  given  to  these  water¬ 
courses,  considerable  nuisance  is  inevitable  especially  in  dry  spells  when 
there  is  little  or  no  dilution.  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  following 
the  parishes  of  Pattishall  and  Whittlebury  (which  should  be  next  to  be 
dealt  with  as  part  of  each  scheme  already  in  existence),  Slapton,  Wappen- 
ham  and  Abthorpe  (either  alone  or  in  combination),  Maidford,  Tiffield, 
Woodend,  should  receive  attention.  This  would  then  leave  Blakesley, 
Litchborough,  Grafton  Regis,  Weston  and  Weedon,  Cold  Higham,  and 
Bradden,  which  would  come  under  consideration  in  something  following 
that  order. 

Public  Cleansing-— The  night  soil  collection  has  been  maintained  to 
all  centres  of  population  in  the  district  not  served  by  sewers  except  for  : 
Adstone,  Bradden,  Gayton,  Slapton,  Wicken,  Woodend,  Plumpton, 
Wood  Burcote,  Caldecote.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  means  of  two 
Dennis  Cesspool  vehicles  with  special  attachments.  I  am  still  of  the 
opinion  that  this  conservancy  method  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  is  repul¬ 
sive  and  costly  apart  from  the  fact  that  the  spreading  of  the  contents  of 
the  vehicles  on  agricultural  land  presents  a  risk  to  public  health  in  the 
spread  of  fly-borne  diseases  and  to  cattle  grazing  on  such  land  from 
Cysticercus  Bo  vis. 

All  the  house  refuse  in  the  district  is  now  collected  by  means  of  two 
low-loading  vehicles  specifically  built  for  the  purpose.  The  existing 
scheme  of  refuse  collection  is  as  follows  : 

Weekly  Collection  : 

Old  Stratford,  Deanshanger  ...  ...  ...  on  Mondays 

Towcester  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  on  Thursdays 
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Fortnightly  Collection 


Cosgrove  \ 

Wicken  / 

Pattishall,  Cold  Higham,  Litchbrough,  Maid- 
ford,  Adstone,  Astcote,  Eastcote,  Gayton, 
Dalscote 

Potterspury,  Paulerspury,  Yardley  Gobion, 
Stoke  Bruerne,  Shutlanger 
Wappenham,  Abthorpe,  Slapton,  Bradden 
Silverstone,  Whittlebury 

Wood  Burcote,  Grafton  Regis,  Alderton  Wake¬ 
field  Lodge,  Caldecote 

Greens  Norton,  Woodend,  Blakesley,  Weston, 
Plumpton,  Lois  Weedon 
Hulcote,  Tiffield,  Blisworth 


on  alternate  Mondays 


on  alternate  Tuesdays 

on  alternate  Tuesdays 
on  alternate  Wednesdays 
on  alternate  Wednesdays 

on  alternate  Thursdays 

on  alternate  Fridays 
on  alternate  Fridays 


Tipping  is  carried  out  at  Paulerspury,  Gayton  and  Maidford.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  owing  to  cost  and  lack  of  manpower,  controlled  tipping  is 
not  being  practised  although  the  tips  receive  as  regular  attention  as  is 
possible  under  the  circumstances.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore,  that 
trouble  is  experienced  from  combustion  of  refuse  and  from  infestations  of 
rats  and  other  pests  which  are  almost  impossible  to  eradicate  despite 
regular  and  intensive  treatments. 


Rodent  Control — The  service  introduced  by  the  Council  in  1946  for 
the  survey  and  treatment  of  properties  has  continued  satisfactorily  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Dwelling  houses  are  dealt 
with  at  a  charge  of  one  shilling  per  visit,  while  treatment  of  business  and 
similar  premises  are  charged  on  time  cost  basis  plus  10%  for  establishment 
fee.  Surface  infestations  are  now  treated  almost  exclusively  with  poisons 
which  have  proved  to  be  safe  and  effective.  The  Infestation  Department 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have  now  almost  completed 
their  investigation  into  the  quarterly  treatment  of  sewers  with  a  higher 
poison  concentration.  The  Towcester  sewerage  system  is  one  of  a  number 
chosen  throughout  the  country  for  this  experiment  and  their  findings 
will  soon  be  made  known. 


Disinfection — Current  and  terminal  disinfection  of  premises  and 
clothing  and  bedding  is  carried  out  by  means  of  gaseous  and  liquid  dis¬ 
infectant  as  required. 

Disinfestation — Premises  were  also  treated  during  the  year  for  the 
eradication  of  flies,  beetles,  and  wasps. 

Factory  Act,  1937 — Under  Sec.  123(3)  of  this  Act  the  general  pro¬ 
visions  as  to  health  conditions,  under  which  employees  work  and  a  return 
of  outworkers  has  to  be  included  in  this  report.  Details  of  the  inspections 
carried  out,  together  with  defects  found  and  the  action  to  be  taken 
thereon  are  given  in  a  later  table.  No  notifications  of  outworkers  were 
received  under  Sec.  10(1). 

Moveable  Dwellings — Two  licences  are  in  force  in  the  district  under 
Section  169  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  sites  are  situated  at 
Towcester  and  Blisworth  respectively  and  each  are  limited  to  20  caravans. 

Cinemas  and  Hall — There  is  one  cinema  in  the  district  built  im¬ 
mediately  pre-war  which  is  fitted  with  excellent  sanitary  accommodation 
and  modern  air  heating  and  condition  plant. 

Three  village  halls  have  been  erected  in  the  district  since  the  war 
and  several  existing  halls  have  been  improved.  Modern  sanitary  and 
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kitchen  facilities  have  been  provided,  and  such  halls  in  most  of  the  large 
centres  of  population  are  now  well  equipped.  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
Council  are  considering  the  modernization  of  sanitary  accommodation 
at  the  Town  Hall,  Towcester,  which  is  the  main  public  hall  in  the  district. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

The  number  of  Council  houses  occupied  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  1953  was  1,425 — more  than  a  quarter  of  the  total  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  district.  The  demand  for  new  Council  houses,  however, 
continues,  particularly  in  Towcester,  and  the  number  of  genuine  applica¬ 
tions  is  estimated  to  be  about  450.  Excluding  Towcester  and  Deans- 
hanger,  it  appears  that  the  greater  need  now  lies  among  those  persons 
living  in  houses  which  are  the  subject  of  confirmed  clearance  or  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  or  in  houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation  and  cannot  be  made 
fit  at  a  reasonable  cost.  In  my  opinion  it  will  be  in  the  interest  of  the 
Council  to  rehouse  such  people  and  deal  with  the  house  as  it  becomes 
vacant  as  a  clearance  area  or  as  individually  unfit.  This  is  partly  the 
procedure  that  is  being  adopted  at  the  moment  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  on  each  house  as  the  tenant  is  rehoused  if  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  appropriate  notice  should  be  served.  Unfortunately,  this  system 
does  not  prevent  an  unfit  house  which  has  not  been  formally  dealt  with 
being  transferred  to  another  tenant  unless  the  case  is  specifically  brought 
to  our  notice.  Frequently  the  new  tenant  is  a  new  entrant  to  the  district 
and  immediately  applies  for  a  Council  house.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
slum  clearance  has  been  a  haphazard  affair  since  the  end  of  the  war  and 
unless  some  comprehensive  system  is  devised  there  is  a  danger  that  too 
many  Council  houses  will  be  built  in  parts  of  the  district  where  there  will 
be  less  demand  in  the  future.  For  this  reason,  among  others,  the  advent 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  is  to  be  welcomed.  This 
Act  makes  it  encumbent  upon  the  Council  to  submit  proposals  to  the 
Ministry  within  twelve  months  for  dealing  with  houses  within  the  district 
which  ought  to  be  included  in  clearance  areas.  No  clearance  orders  have 
been  made  in  the  district  post-war  but  some  measure  of  slum  clearance 
has  been  effected  by  dealing  with  the  individual  houses  as  described 
above. 

The  following  shows  what  has  been  accomplished  up  to  date  : 

(1)  Provision  of  New  Housing  Accommodation 

(a)  Permanent  Houses 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  pre-war  ...  719 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  post-war  ...  677 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  during  1953  ...  46 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  post-war  75 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1953  10 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  Council  at 

31/12/53  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

(b)  Temporary  Houses 

Number  completed  as  at  31/12/53  ...  ...  ...  30 
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(2)  Unfit  Houses 

Number  of  houses  subject  to  Demolition  Order  or  Clearance 

Order,  still  occupied  under  licence  or  otherwise  ...  ...  109 

Number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  under  Housing  Act,  1936, 

By  Demolition  Order  procedure  post-war  to  31/12/53  ...  68 

Clearance  Areas  post-war  up  to  31/12/53...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Houses  in  pre-war  Clearance  Areas  demolished  since  1945  ...  122 

Houses  in  pre-war  Clearance  Areas  vacant  awaiting  demo¬ 
lition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Houses  under  pre-war  Demolition  Orders  demolished  ...  2 

Houses  under  pre-war  Demolition  Orders  vacant,  awaiting 

demolition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(3)  Improvement  Grants,  Housing  Act,  1949 

Applications  received 
Applications  rejected 
Applications  approved  ... 

Applications  under  consideration  ... 

Applications  withdrawn  after  approval 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply — The  number  of  distributors  with  Retail  Dairy  Premises 
in  the  district  as  on  December  31st,  was  8.  These  premises  receive  regular 
visits  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  licences  in  force  are  as  follows  : 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

No.  of  licences  for  bottling  and  sale  of  pasteurized  milk  ...  4 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

No.  of  licences  for  bottling  and  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  7 

In  addition,  the  following  supplementary  licences  have  been  issued 
to  dealers  in  the  district  from  the  premises  outside  : 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

No.  of  licences  for  sale  of  pasteurized  milk  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk  Regulations),  1949 

No.  of  licences  for  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  ...  2 

Samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  consumers,  have 
been  submitted  at  intervals  for  examination  as  to  cleanliness  and  keeping 
quality.  The  samples  undergo  a  standard  methylene  blue  test  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  the  milk  will  be  sufficiently  fresh  to  be  drinkable  some  24  hours 
after  the  delivery  to  the  consumer,  and  pasteurized  milk  is  submitted  to  a 
phosphatase  test  which  shows  the  efficiency  of  the  process.  The  number 
of  samples  so  submitted  and  the  classification  of  the  results  are  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  : 

Classification  No.  Per  cent 

Passed  ...  ...  ...  18  64.3 

Failed  ...  ...  ...  10  35.7 


Total 


28 


Ungraded  Milk  : 


Classification 

No. 

Per  cen 

Passed 

•  •  • 

7 

87.5 

Failed 

•  •  • 

1 

12.5 

Total 

Pasteurized  Milk  : 

... 

8 

— 

Methylene  Blue  Test — 

Classification 

No. 

Per  cent 

Passed 

•  •  » 

15 

88.3 

Failed 

•  •  • 

2 

11.7 

Total 

... 

17 

— 

Phosphatese  Test — 

Classification 

No. 

Per  cent 

Passed 

•  •  • 

17 

100. 

Failed 

... 

— 

— 

Total 

•  .  . 

17 

— 

A  comparison  of  the  above  results  speaks  for  itself  and  when  one 
considers  that  most  distributors  handle  both  pasteurized  and  raw  milk 
on  the  same  premises  the  results  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  only  “  safe  ” 
milk  is  pasteurized.  Thirteen  samples  were  also  submitted  for  biological 
examination  and  all  were  found  to  be  free  from  tuberculosis.  It  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  with  regard  to  the  control  of  milk  infected  with 
notifiable  diseases. 

Food  Premises — The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  is  now 


as  follows  : 

Village  and  general  stores  ...  ...  ...  43 

Grocers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Green  grocers’  and  fruit  shops  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fishmongers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Travelling  fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bread  and  confectioners'  shops  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Transport  cafes  (with  sleeping  accommodation)  ...  3 

Transport  cafes  (without  sleeping  accommodation)  ...  2 

Cooked  meat  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hotels  with  catering  facilities  ...  ...  ...  9 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


Inspections  of  the  above  are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Structural  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  a  number  of  these 
premises  and  improved  equipment  installed.  From  a  hygiene  point  of 
view  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  general  standard  in  food  premises  in  this 
district  is  definitely  on  the  upgrade  although  quite  a  lot  remains  to  be 
done. 

Meat  Inspection — At  the  end  of  the  year,  one  slaughterhouse  held  a 
licence  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  This  is  used  in  conjunction 
with  a  bacon  factory.  Fresh  meat  for  consumption  in  the  district  was 
slaughtered  in  Northampton  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  delivered  in 
vans  specifically  constructed  for  the  purpose.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
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however,  the  question  of  the  provision  of  slaughtering  facilities  within  the 
district  is  being  considered  after  derationing  and  the  removal  of  controls 
on  slaughtering.  Possible  arrangements  are  being  investigated  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  co-ordination  of  standards  for  such  premises  are 
being  attempted  through  joint  meetings  of  officers  of  local  authorities  in 
the  county  and  other  interested  parties. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  also  holds  the  qualification  for  the 
inspector  of  meat  and  other  foods,  is  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  all 
carcases  of  animals  killed  within  the  district  and  intended  for  sale  for 
human  consumption  and  regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  Bacon  Factory,  and 
to  butchers’  shops  for  the  purpose  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regu¬ 
lations  1924-48. 

The  number  of  visits  were  as  follows  : 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  107 

Butchers'  shops  ...  ...  65 

The  proposed  return  of  slaughtering  to  private  individuals  and  the 
derationing  of  meat,  will  increase  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
considerably.  Control  of  slaughtering  and  premises,  the  inspection  of  all 
carcases  at  a  number  of  small  slaughterhouses  dotted  over  the  district, 
and  the  expected  threefold  increase  in  the  amount  of  killing  at  the  bacon 
factory  will  impose  a  very  heavy,  if  not  impossible,  burden. 

Condemned  Food — The  only  large  quantity  of  condemned  material 
is  that  resulting  from  the  bacon  factory  where  it  is  treated  in  the  company’s 
own  digesters  for  fat  extraction.  Other  condemned  foods  are  removed 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  disposes  of  them  by  burying  on  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 

Licensed  Premises  :  The  number  of  on-licence  premises  in  the  district 
is  now  58.  During  the  year  improvements  were  carried  out  to  three  of 
these,  including  the  provision  of  glass  washing  facilities  and  moderniza¬ 
tion  of  sanitary  accommodation.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  a  proper  water 
supply  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  deal  with  some  of  these  houses  but 
as  soon  as  the  regional  scheme  has  been  completed  it  is  hoped  to  effect  a 
considerable  improvement.  Glass  washing  facilities  complying  with 
Section  13  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  have,  up  to  the  present, 
been  provided  to  43  houses,  and  32  have  modern  sanitary  conveniences. 

Ice-Cream — Under  Section  14  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
38  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream.  The 
ice-cream  is  sold  from  thermostatically  controlled  refrigerating  cabinets 
complying  with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treated)  Regulations,  1947.  All 
ice-cream  sold  in  the  district  is  pre-packed,  no  complete  cold  mix  is 
being  used.  Samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Northampton,  for  bacteriological  tests  for  cleanliness.  Of 
the  six  samples  examined  all  were  graded  either  one  or  two — a  very 
satisfactory  result. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Smallpox — No  cases  were  notified. 

Vaccination — The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  who  were 
primarily  vaccinated  totalled  33  and  for  other  ages  15.  The  number  re¬ 
vaccinated  (all  ages)  was  9. 

Scarlet  Fever — 52  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  15  in  1952. 
12  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  no  deaths  were  recorded. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — No  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia — 11  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  or  acute  influenzal 
pneumonia  were  notified  against  11  in  1952.  “  Pneumonia  ”  in  all 

forms,  was  the  certified  cause  of  death  in  4  cases.  These  deaths  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  patients  who  were  notified. 

Erysipelas — 2  cases  were  notified. 

Measles — The  number  of  cases  notified  totalled  330  as  compared  with 
65  in  1952.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough — A  total  of  111  cases  were  notified  among  20 
parishes  as  compared  with  56  in  1942.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis — 3  cases  of  “  paralytic  ”  poliomyelitis  were 
notified  at  Pattishall,  Towcester  and  Bradden.  There  was  one  death. 

Diphtheria — No  cases  were  recorded. 

Food  Poisoning — No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified. 

Infectious  Hepatitis — No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis — 3  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1  males,  2 
females)  were  notified  as  compared  with  5  in  1952  (2  male,  3  female). 
No  n  on-pulmonary  cases  were  notified.  There  were  2  recorded  deaths 
from  this  disease  during  1953.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  72 
persons  in  the  district  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (53  pul¬ 
monary  and  19  non-pulmonary) . 

The  number  of  deaths  together  with  the  crude  rate  during  the 
quinquennium  1949-1952  and  for  the  administrative  county,  are  as 
follows  : 

Tuberculosis  Mortality 

IQiQ  1QCA  1QC1  1QCO  1 QCQ 

Towcester  R.D.  ...  0.489(7*)  0.207(3*)  0.343(5*)  0.000(0*)  0.131(2*) 

Administrative  County  0.430  0.300  0.260  0.250  0.180 

*  A  dual  number  of  deaths 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — Immunisation  figures  showing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation  at  any 
time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1953. 

Age  at  31/12/53  Under  1  1  2  3  4  5-9  10-14  Total 

i.e.,  born  in  year  1953  1952  1951  1950  1949  1944  1939  under  15 

1948  1943 

Number  immunized  12  115  138  141  158  810  949  2323 
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SECTION  G. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1953. 


Table  No.  1. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1953 


Causes  of  Death 

M  ales 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria... 

— 

— - 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

1 

1 

6.  Meningococcal  infection  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

4 

7 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

9 

3 

12 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

— 

2 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

13 

23 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

8 

16 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

16 

17 

33 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

22.  Influenza  ... 

2 

2 

4 

23.  Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

3 

4 

7 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

— 

2 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostaTe  ... 

1 

— 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

2 

6 

8 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... . 

1 

— 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

— 

1 

1 

35.  Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

71 

73 

144 
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Year 

1919 

1920 

$1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

$1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


Table  No.  2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1953  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Estimated 

population 

Births 

Deaths 

No. 

Rate 

Under  one  year 
No.  Rate 

All  ages 
No.  Rate 

*9,387 

156 

16.61 

7 

44.87 

158 

17.53 

19,011 

9,370 

259 

27.64 

15 

57.90 

146 

15.58 

9,920 

211 

21.27 

21 

99.52 

131 

13.20 

9,937 

172 

17.30 

9 

52.32 

136 

13.68 

9,944 

171 

17.19 

9 

52.63 

120 

12.06 

10,000 

162 

16.20 

9 

55.50 

115 

11.50 

9,959 

150 

15.06 

8 

53.33 

123 

12.35 

9,870 

152 

15.40 

5 

32.89 

116 

11.75 

9,887 

144 

14.56 

8 

55.55 

115 

11.63 

9,502 

134 

14.10 

4 

29.85 

120 

12.63 

9,398 

139 

14.79 

6 

43.16 

138 

14.68 

9,384 

115 

12.25 

8 

69.56 

129 

13.74 

9,324 

131 

14.04 

7 

53.43 

104 

11.11 

9,324 

118 

12.65 

0 

00.00 

114 

12.22 

9,271 

147 

15.85 

4 

27.21 

96 

10.35 

9,200 

114 

12.39 

5 

43.80 

132 

14.34 

+  13,155 

180 

13.67 

7 

38.88 

181 

13.75 

13,040 

210 

16.10 

10 

47.60 

165 

12.60 

12,900 

170 

13.20 

9 

52.90 

197 

12.30 

12,860 

152 

11.80 

4 

26.30 

182 

14.20 

*12,930 

184 

14.20 

5 

27.11 

170 

13.06 

f  12,020 
13,190 

184 

13.90 

7 

36.95 

219 

16.55 

14,750 

203 

13.80 

14 

68.96 

211 

14.31 

14,050 

244 

17.40 

12 

49.18 

147 

10.47 

13,690 

254 

18.55 

14 

55.11 

193 

14.23 

13,680 

242 

17.67 

8 

33.01 

192 

14.04 

13,500 

228 

16.14 

5 

22.80 

174 

12.88 

13,490 

273 

20.24 

13 

47.25 

178 

13.19 

13,750 

283 

20.58 

8 

28.19 

178 

12.04 

13,910 

238 

17.11 

13 

54.62 

184 

13.23 

14,300 

255 

17.38 

8 

31.37 

179 

12.59 

14,470 

217 

15.00 

7 

32.25 

197 

13.61 

14,540 

230 

15.73 

11 

47.82 

197 

13.47 

14,490 

219 

15.1 

7 

31.9 

171 

11.8 

1 

*  Population  for  calculation  of  birth  rates, 
t  Population  for  calculation  of  death  rates. 
X  Potterspury  R.D.  added  to  district. 

$  Census  years. 


18 


Table  No.  3. 


WATER  SUPPLY— INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES 


Name  of 
undertaking 

Parishes  in 
area  of  supply 

Estimated 

population 

Total  no. 
houses  in 
parish 

No.  of  houses  served 

(a) 

Water 
laid  on 

(b) 

Stand¬ 

pipes 

Abthorpe 

Abthorpe  . . . 

272 

100 

21 

72 

Blakesley 

Blakesley  . . . 

376 

138 

83 

47 

Cold  Higham 
(in.  Grimscote) 

Cold  Higham 

242 

83 

21 

45 

Cosgrove  and 
Deanshanger 

Cosgrove 

Old  Stratford 
Deanshanger 

2134 

782 

655 

58 

Gayton 

Gayton 

362 

138 

126 

6 

Greens  Norton 

Greens  Norton 

664 

277 

144 

14 

Lichborough... 

Lichborough 

222 

88 

24 

59 

Maidford 

Maidford 

190 

57 

— 

54 

Paulerspury  . . . 

Paulerspury 

797 

319 

249 

45 

Potterspury  ... 

Potterspury 

780 

302 

178 

112 

Silverstone  . . . 

Silverstone  ... 
Whittlebury 

1121 

486 

412 

— 

Stoke  Bruerne 

Stoke  Bruerne 

284 

91 

2 

79 

Towcester 

Towcester  ... 

2252 

898 

851 

14 

Wicken 

Wicken 

301 

116 

35 

72 

Yardley 

Gobion 

Yardley 

Gobion 

517 

209 

135 

50 

19 


Table  No.  4. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 


No.  taken 

Results 

Parish 

Private 

Public 

Good 

Sus- 

Bad 

Faecal 

pollution 

picious 

present 

Abthorpe  . . . 

... 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Adstone 

... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Blisworth  . . . 

— 

9 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Blakesley  . . . 

•  .  . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Bradden 

... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cold  Higham 

... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deanshanger 

•  •  • 

1 

— , 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Greens  Norton 

... 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Gayton 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Grafton  Regis 

... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Maidford 

... 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Old  Stratford 

... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Paulerspury 

♦  •  • 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Potterspury 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Pattishall  . . . 

_ 

3 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Stoke  Bruerne 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Silverstone  ... 

... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Shutlanger  ... 

... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Slapton 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Tif  field 

... 

1 

3 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Towcester  ... 

... 

5 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Weston  and  Weedon 

5 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

Whittlebury 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Yardley  Gobion 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

• — - 

—  . 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

... 

35 

50 

24 

32 

29 

23 

20 


Table  No.  5. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  property 

Local 

authority 

Dwelling 

houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
including 
business  &> 
industrial 

Total 

Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority 

150 

4800 

260 

550 

5760 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during 
1952  as  a  result  (a)  of  notifica¬ 
tion  or  (b)  otherwise 

(a)  2 

56 

10 

52 

120 

(b)  148 

160 

26 

48 

382 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats  ... 

126 

52 

19 

74 

271 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  seriously  infested  by  mice 

— 

9 

— - 

10 

19 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

126 

61 

19 

84 

290 

Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  : 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  works  (i.e., 

proofing) 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

552 

5138 

334 

818 

6842 

Number  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority  following  issue  of 
notice  under  Section  4 

Number  of  “  block  ”  control  schemes  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil. 
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Table  No.  6. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS,  ETC., 

CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  IN  1953 

Canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughter  houses  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  meat  hawkers’  vans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

No.  of  fried  fish  hawkers' vans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  fruit  hawkers’  vans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

No.  of  fish  hawkers'  vans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Provision  vans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pails  to  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Caravans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Settling  tanks  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Cesspools  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  160 

Drains  tested  by  water  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Nuisances  from  untrapped  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Nuisances  from  blocked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Nuisances  from  defects  in  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  351 

Nuisances  from  offensive  ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Notices  served  : 

Informal  under  Sec.  92,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  292 

Statutory  under  Sec.  92,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  3 
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Table  No.  7. 


HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

( b )  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Reg.  1925/32 

( b )  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  proceeding  sub-head)  not 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


507 

724 

54 

59 

54 

351 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice  : 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  Action  by  Local 
Authority  or  Officers — 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  •  •  •  •••  ♦  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •••  *  •  *  •  *  *  ••• 

2.  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  Demolition  Order 

2.  Dwelling-houses  demolished 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 


nil 


nil 

nil 


3 

3 

nil 


18 

nil 


nil 

nil 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding  : 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  not  known 
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Table  No.  8. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9910 

Number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

9632 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

45 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

.51 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

* 

— 

— 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

'  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

862 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9.0 

Table  No.  9. 


FOOD  SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED 


Tins  of  fruit 
Tins  of  vegetables 
Tins  of  meat 
Tins  of  milk 
Tins  of  fish 


Tins 

98 

55 

39 

29 

10 


Sausage  ... 
Meat 


19  lbs. 

4  tons  14  cwts. 
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Table  No.  10. 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1953 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

: 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

22 

20 

6 

52 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

11 

Measles  ... 

111 

66  108 

> 

33 

14 

1 

333 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

6 

17 

15 

55 

10 

4 

111 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

112 

69  111 

33 

18 

8  !  8 

18 

16 

78  31  10 

512 

Table  No.  11. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1953 


Disease 

— 1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

_ 5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65+ 

All 

Ages 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

15 

27 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

52 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

7 

— 

2 

— 

11 

Measles  ... 

20 

35 

35 

32 

59 

130 

18 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

333 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

10 

11 

14 

16 

37 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

111 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

40 

47 

46 

49 

77 

184 

47 

5 

11 

2 

3 

1 

512 

25 


Table  No.  12. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES,  1953 


Parish 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Food 

Poisoning 

Totals 

Abthorpe  ... 

— 

— 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

10 

Adstone 

1 

— 

2 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Blakesley  ... 

1 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Blisworth  ... 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Bradden 

— 

— 

10 

4 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

15 

Cold  Higham 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Cosgrove 

4 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Deanshanger 

1 

3 

36 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

42 

Gayton 

- — 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Grafton  Regis 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Greens  Norton 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Litchborough 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Maidford 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Old  Stratford 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Pattishall  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Paulerspury 

— 

2 

80 

61 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

143 

Potterspury 

6 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Shutlanger  ... 

— 

- — 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Silverstone  ... 

7 

— - 

39 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

51 

Slapton 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tif  field  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

3 

Towcester  ... 

7 

— 

63 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

77 

Weston  and  Weedon 

3 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Whittlebury 

4 

1 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* — 

12 

Wappenham 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Wicken 

2 

2 

19 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

Yardley  Gobion 

4 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Totals 

52 

11 

333 

111 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

512 

26 


Table  No.  13. 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  Act,  1937, 

for  the  year  1953 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector)  : 


Premises 

Numhp.v 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

14 

4 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

64 

51 

5 

(hi) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out- worker’s  premises) 

11 

20 

1 

, 

Total 

84 

85 

10 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  of 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S. I.) 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

- - 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

— 

— 

-  - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

eluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  •  ••  •••  * • «  • » * 

10 

10 

— 

— 

27 


/• 


